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(54) IMAGE PICKUP DEVICE AND IMAGE PICKUP METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To avoid wasteful image 
pickup due to the shape of an object or a positional 
relation .between the object and the image pickup device. 
SOLUTION: This image pickup method comprises a first 
image pickup means (a step S1) for image picking up an 
object at an angle of view including the whole object, a 
shape detecting means (a step S2) for detecting the 
shape of a subject from the imaged picture, a deciding 
means (a step S3) for deciding the number and/or 
positions of partial pictures for picking-up the subject 
based on the detected shape, and a divided image pickup 
means (a step S4) for picking-up the partial pictures 
corresponding to the decided number and/or positions. 
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